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Personal Insight and Interpretation
The excerpt from Captain Corelli’s Mandolin explains about being in love and what finally becomes love. He argues that when love initially happens it’s like a volcano, that later subsides and the people involved have to choose if they will go on or if they will part ways. The choice depends on whether what they have is strong enough to survive past the honeymoon phase. According to the excerpt, love fades away pretty fast, and everybody is capable of doing that. I agree with argument he presents. Most relationships and love interactions do not go beyond a few months because when the initial infatuation ends people start seeing the other person for who they are, and most run away instead of sticking together.
The piece talks about roots that have been established and how the couple becomes one tree instead of two. There is much more work to love than the initial attraction. When the infatuation fades, people have to deal with character traits they may not like, discovering about the other person and dealing with insecurities that may come. The real test comes when people have to solve disagreements, show patience with each other and decide to grow together. When he says any fool can do it he means any person can experience being ‘in love’ but not everyone can do the work of navigating the fear and intensity that comes with love. He suggests that staying together is the hard work that couples have to engage in to stay together. Love should make people never want to leave each other’s side, but with the initial feeling, when people have not got to know each other better, leaving can seem easy. After a long companionship, people may feel attached because they enjoy each other’s company or because they share and feel comfortable with each other. 
The piece is quite enlightening, given that love in literature is often displayed based on the initial stage where people are really attracted to each other. I liked the advice on holding on if the union is strong enough to become eternal. With the complications that come with love, the piece shows people can take a step to evaluate if they are willing to spend their lives together before making the choice to marry or part ways. 
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